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Press Release
April 2018
New collaborative handling system combines speed and precision

J. Schmalz GmbH has developed a new lifting system with the collaborative rope balancer, which enables quick handling as well as precise positioning of the workpieces. The rope balancer is ergonomically designed, easy to operate and equipped with intelligent functions for controlling and monitoring the handling process as well as for networking the device. 

With the collaborative rope balancer, manual lifting tasks can be partially automated. It combines dynamics with precision: The intelligent handling system is able to pick-up and transport quickly as well as deposit loads accurately, for example during joining or assembly processes. Loads of up to 80 kilograms can be moved and decelerated with little effort, without the risk of overshooting the load. Pick-up and deposit points as well as work areas and travel speeds can be defined via software. The user can operate the collaborative handling system intuitively in all spatial dimensions with just one hand using the control handle. Different system properties can be set directly on the control handle, for example one of three different speeds. LEDs all around show the current operating status at a glance. The rope balancer is available with a jib length of three to 4.5 meters and a crane column of two to four meters in height. 

Thanks to automatic gripper detection, the rope balancer knows which type of gripper is connected. The device reads out the corresponding parameters automatically – for example, the hours worked, the maximum load or the specified safety limits of the grippers. Schmalz has designed the new handling system to meet the growing demands for digitization: Equipped with various sensors, it captures status and performance data that can be made available when integrated into a digital process landscape. This will enable condition monitoring, predictive maintenance, remote monitoring and the read-out of operating data and statuses to optimize the overall system. Any errors are reported by the system directly to the display in the control handle. 


Meta-Title: Schmalz develops a collaborative handling solution 

Meta-Description: Rope balancer should partially automate manual lifting tasks. Schmalz has equipped its new handling system with IoT-compatible technology and an intuitive operating concept.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]The collaborative rope balancer is IoT-compatible and intuitively operable in all three axes.
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The company
[bookmark: _Hlk480376106]Schmalz is the market leader in vacuum automation and ergonomic handling systems. Schmalz products are used all over the world, for example in applications in the logistics industry, the automotive industry, the electronics sector or in furniture production. The wide range of products in the Vacuum Automation unit includes individual components such as suction cups and vacuum generators, as well as complete gripping systems and clamping solutions for holding workpieces, for example in CNC machining centers. The Handling Systems unit offers innovative handling solutions with vacuum lifters and crane systems for industrial and handicraft applications. With the Energy Storage unit, Schmalz has created a new pillar in the field of stationary energy storage. 
With comprehensive consulting, a focus on innovation and first-class quality, Schmalz offers its customers long-lasting benefits. Schmalz’s intelligent solutions make production and logistics processes more flexible and efficient, while also preparing them for the increasing trend toward digitalization. 
With its own locations and its sales partners, Schmalz is represented in more than 80 countries and in all important markets. The family owned company has around 1,400 employees at its headquarters in Glatten (in the Black Forest region of Germany) and its 18 subsidiaries worldwide. 
Schmalz’ US headquarters in Raleigh, N.C., has been in operation since 1993 and employs about 60 people. 

Contact for questions
J. Schmalz GmbH
Marketing Communication
Johannes-Schmalz-Str. 1
72293 Glatten, Germany
T: +49 7443 2403-506
F: +49 7443 2403-9506
presse@schmalz.de
www.schmalz.com

Further press releases are available on our web-site
https://www.schmalz.com/en/company/schmalz-news/press-releases/
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